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July 3, 2019

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| write in support of the City of Ponderay’s BUILD Grant Application. | am told that the City of Ponderay
has launched this grant in order to advance the construction of a railroad underpass that will connect
Ponderay and Kootenai with Lake Pend Oreille, including a shoreline trail which leads to the downtown
neighboring city of Sandpoint. This grant will cover engineering and construction funds related to the
development of the underpass.

Recreation and outdoor activities are essential to the way of life for residents of Bonner County. |
understand that this project will provide citizens a safe and easy access point to nature’s amenities, while
also connecting the communities in the surrounding area. Since children, teenagers, and adults alike
regularly trespass across the railroad tracks in order to gain access to the lake, such improvements will
provide a safe and easy access point for lake-goers. Lake Pend Oreille is only reachable to those in
Sandpoint, but the construction of the railroad underpass will provide accessibility to those living in
Bonner County, as well.

With a third of Ponderay’s community relying on food stamps, the project will also help enhance the
economy of the area. The city has invested in property within the vicinity of the underpass. Businesses
starting at the underpass and running to the shoreline will be able to emerge to serve both residents and
tourists. The city is hopeful that with improved infrastructure, businesses will be incentivized to move to
the area further stimulating the economy.

| urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to give this grant application all due consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Crapo
United States Senator
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June 19, 2019

Mayor Steve Geiger
City of Ponderay
288 Fourth Street
Ponderay, ID 83852

RE: City of Ponderay Lakeshore Connection Project

Dear Mayor Geiger:

Please accept this letter of support to the City of Ponderay for your BUILD Transportation
Discretionary Grant application. The addition of a safe and legal shared use pathway system
connecting the City to the Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail and lakeshore will improve livability, tourism, and
ultimately the economy of the City and Bonner County.

As the designated U.S. Department of Commerce, EDA Economic Development District for Idaho
Region I, the Panhandle Area Council supports the enhancement and protection of assets like the
Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail because of the economic benefits they create. Communities that have safe,
quality attractions can look forward to benefits such as increased property values, growth in tourism,
and new or relocating businesses. The City of Ponderay will continue to see economic success in the
future with continued investment in projects that increase tourism and enrich the lives of the

community.

We look, forward to working with the City of Ponderay and the Friends of the Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail
on this project.

Sincerely, " |
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L. Wallﬁacobson
Executive Director
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