




 

 

July 3, 2019 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

 

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Ponderay’s BUILD Planning Grant 

application.  

 

This grant would help fund the final design and construction of an underpass that 

would connect the City of Ponderay to the lake shore and the Pend d’Oreille Bay 

Trail. The City of Ponderay has conducted thorough work to ensure this project 

reaches its fullest potential in benefitting the quality of life for residents of Ponderay 

and nearby communities.  

 

Building an underpass would allow for safer access to the lake. Currently, regular 

trespassing over railroad tracks occurs as residents attempt to access the shoreline. In 

addition, this construction project would coincide with a contamination cleanup 

effort on that shoreline. With the completion of these two projects, the City of 

Ponderay not only could increase quality of life, but also could provide incentives for 

businesses to relocate to this area, creating more job opportunities for residents.  

 

As Governor of Idaho, I am committed to expanding and diversifying our economy. 

It is my goal to create every opportunity for our children and grandchildren to choose 

to stay in Idaho, and for the ones who have left to choose to return. Our citizen’s 

ability to safely access outdoor recreational opportunities is an integral part of our 

traditions, and I believe this project would be a valuable investment for our state.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brad Little 

Governor of Idaho  

 





Mayor Steve Geiger 
City of Ponderay 
288 Fourth St. 
Ponderay, Idaho 83852 
 
Mayor Geiger, 
 
Thank you for asking for my opinion of the City of Ponderay’s Lakeshore Connection Project BUILD 

application.  There are a number of reasons why I am supportive of this project, and I am appreciative 

that Ponderay is looking for ways to improve access to one of the primary recreational opportunities in 

our District.  Receipt of the BUILD Construction Grant will help immeasurably in realizing the goals of the 

project. 

By moving forward with a planned railroad underpass, Ponderay will be dramatically increasing 

pedestrian safety by removing the need to cross two sets of heavily used railroad tracks in order to get 

to the lake.  I can speak to the inherent dangers of crossing these tracks as I did it often with my family 

when we lived in Ponderay.  The planned underpass would allow others from different communities to 

access to the shores of Lake Pend Orielle more easily, and give a point of entrance to the popular 

shoreline trail that winds along the lake from Ponderay to Sandpoint. 

Another ancillary benefit of the project will be the potential for further commercial development in 

Ponderay, which will bring added economic benefit to the area.  Businesses will naturally be inclined to 

serve new market opportunities that arise, and this will add to the stability, and vitality, of Ponderay, as 

well as Bonner County in general. 

I am excited at the prospect of seeing this project completed, and strongly support your efforts to 

receive the BUILD Construction Grant. 

 

Lord Bless, 

 

Rep. Sage G. Dixon 
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June 24, 2019 

Mayor Steve Geiger 
City of Ponderay                                                                                                                                
288 Fourth Street 
Ponderay, ID 83852 

Dear Mayor Geiger, 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my support to the City of Ponderay for their 
BUILD Grant. Lake Pend Oreille is a jewel for the communities of Sandpoint and 
Ponderay and a vibrant tourism asset. Creating a link between downtown Ponderay and the 
bike trails and shoreline will create a more livable Ponderay. This grant will create new 
economic development opportunities in the downtown area by providing a more direct, 
safer, and community friendly path underneath the railroad to State Highway 200. 

As the Director of Idaho Commerce, I committed to making Idaho the best place in the 
United States to successfully start or expand a business. Our teams at Idaho Commerce 
work every day with companies that are considering Idaho as a place for their expansions. 
Having vibrant, safe, and active communities are vital to businesses that want to expand. 
We look forward to adding the Lakeshore Connection Project to the list of amenities in 
Ponderay. 

Think of my team as an extension of yours. I look forward to working with you, now and 

long into the future. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Kealey 

Director 

700 W State Street, Boise, Idaho 83702 - 208.334.2470 or 800.842.5858 - commerce.idaho.gov 
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July 8, 2019 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 

 
On behalf of Idaho’s Local Highway Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC), I’m writing to express support 
for the City of Ponderay’s Lakeshore Connection Project planning grant to fund design and engineering, 
planning and environmental assessment of a railroad undercrossing to provide this community with 
access to Lake Pend Oreille and improve connectivity in the most populated part of Bonner County. 

LHTAC provides technical assistance to 288 local jurisdictions around Idaho and administers federal 
highway funds for communities such as Ponderay. LHTAC has administered many Federal-aid projects 
through our stewardship agreement with the Idaho Transportation Department. We are committed to 
providing project administration for the City of Ponderay if the city is successful in securing a BUILD 
planning grant. 

This worthy project will provide the underserved community of Ponderay and the neighboring 
bedroom community of Kootenai with much-needed access to Lake Pend Oreille and a shoreline trail 
that now is accessible only from the City of Sandpoint. Currently, many residents of Ponderay access 
the lake by trespassing across two busy Montana Rail Link tracks. The undercrossing is needed to 
provide safe passage and to allow emergency vehicles from Ponderay to respond to incidents along 
the lakeshore. Without the underpass, emergency access can be achieved only on foot. 

This project will also include a new city street connecting to State Highway 200, and provide an 
opportunity for economic development in the heart of Ponderay. LHTAC stands ready to assist with the 
planning of this highway connection, as well as the design and engineering of the undercrossing. 

 
   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  Jeff R. Miles, P.E. 
  Administrator 
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Proudly serving our business partners in North Idaho and Eastern Washington 
 
July 15, 2019 
 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce in enthusiastic support of 
the application for a federal BUILD grant to fund the design, engineering and construction of an 
underpass to connect Ponderay to Lake Pend Oreille and the shoreline trail to Sandpoint. 
 
The mission of the Chamber is to be an advocate of business development and tourism for the 
Greater Sandpoint area, and as such, we support community initiatives seeking to support and 
enhance the quality of life locally, and provides amenities for visitors to our area. The Pend 
d’Oreille Bay Trail is an asset to the community because it offers an opportunity to enjoy the great 
outdoors near downtown Sandpoint and City Beach. Our current visitor guide features the annual 
Bay Trail Fun Run and includes the trail on our Sandpoint map. 
 
A major shortcoming of the trail is it can only be accessed from Sandpoint. We fully support the 
goal of the city of Ponderay and the Friends of the Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail to connect this 
spectacular shoreline trail to Ponderay and Kootenai by way of a railroad underpass. This will 
improve the quality of life for people living and working in those communities and will provide the 
opportunity to explore more places and create loop bike routes. In addition, it opens up the 
possibility of hosting athletic and civic events throughout all three of these neighboring 
communities, benefitting all three economically.  
 
An underpass will also improve safety by providing legal and safe access to the lake. Currently 
children and adults regularly trespass across two sets of railroad track to access the shoreline. 
The city of Ponderay has also invested in property in the vicinity of the underpass and plan on 
creating a commercial district street leading to a pedestrian-only underpass. This will also 
encourage new development in the area.   
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By improving our trail connections and outdoor amenities, we make our community a more 
attractive place to live, and making it more attractive for businesses looking to relocate here. 
While this is an expensive project, the need for it is clear. We recognize the importance of this 
federal grant to make this vital trail connection a reality and wholeheartedly support this 
endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 

Kate McAlister 
Kate McAlister 
President/CEO 
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June 20, 2019 

 

Secretary of Transportation 

3311 W. State Street  

Boise, ID 83707-1129 

 

Bonner General Health is genuinely passionate about helping individuals improve community health and 

quality of life. The City of Ponderay's BUILD planning grant application has the ability to promote healthy 

alternatives to community members experiencing health needs that were identified in the Community 

Health Needs Assessment that we conducted in 2016 and were: 1l Obesity, 2) Mental Health, 3) Suicide 

and 4) Child Abuse & Neglect.  

Bonner General Health understands how critical it is to address the health needs in our community by 

providing as much support and access to health resources. Access to outdoor recreation and alternative 

transportation to the residents of Ponderay could increase physical activity, alternative transportation, 

and access to support services.  

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Ponderay's BUILD application. If you have any 

questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erin Binnall, Manager of Community Development 

208.265.3390 

 

 

 

 

 











June 20, 2019 

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

Kaniksu Land Trust supports the City of Ponderay's Lakeshore Connection Project BUILD 
application to provide access to Lake Pend Oreille. This project will provide important health 
and quality of life enhancements for residents of Kootenai and Ponderay by facilitating safe, 
legal, and easy access to nature along a popular shoreline trail. Under current conditions, 
community members regularly trespass across two sets of railroad tracks to gain access to the 
lake. 

Though surrounded by public land, a surprising number of our county' s residents have limited 
opportunities to spend time in natural settings, an experience that has been proven to improve 
physical, emotional, and psychological well-being, as well as contributing to an ethic of 
responsible stewardship and conservation. The construction of an underpass at this location will 
expand the impact of this remarkable outdoor amenity to a new subset of our community, and 
also coincides with the cleanup of an adjacent brownfield site for which the City has received a 
substantial grant for clean-up from EPA. 

Enhancements to outdoor amenities such as the Pend d'Oreille Trail continue to make the 
Greater Sandpoint Area more attractive to potential businesses looking to relocate, thereby 
providing jobs and strengthening the economy. An economic study conducted by the 
Headwaters Institute found that Bonner County's rich quality oflife contributes to its 
comparatively strong economic resilience. Emergent light-industrial and technical companies 
are increasingly choosing to locate in Bonner County: · 

The extension of this ever-popular lakeside trail will continue to pay dividends in adjacent 
communities for many years to come through improved health, wellness, and livability. We 
strongly encourage support of this important community project. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
~landCox 

Executive Director 
Kaniksu Land Trust 

P.O. Box 2123 / 1215 Michigan St. , Suite A/ Sandpoint, ID 83864 / 208-263-9471 I info@kaniksu.org / www.kaniksu.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 14, 2019 

 

Mayor Steve Geiger 

City of Ponderay 

288 Fourth St. 

Ponderay, ID 83852 

 

RE: City of Ponderay BUILD Application 

 

Dear Mayor, 

 

This letter is written in support of the BUILD Planning Grant for the City of Ponderay for 

the construction of a railroad underpass that will connect the Cities of Ponderay and 

Kootenai the Lake Pend Oreille shoreline and the trail that leads to downtown Sandpoint. 

 

The creation of trails and recreation opportunities in Bonner County is very important to 

continuing our economic growth. Businesses are not only looking for solid infrastructure, 

transportation, and labor but are also looking for a healthy and vibrant environment. 

Completing the Ponderay Bay Trail, which requires a railroad underpass will improve 

access, and safety and make access to the lakefront property a legal right-of-way. 

 

The Ponderay Bay Trail is a valuable community asset for the Cities of Ponderay, 

Kootenai and Sandpoint and the current lack of underpass restricts use and access. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Paull 

Chairman, Bonner County Economic Development Corporation 

 






